






MEN’S PREMIER GRASS GRADE 
 
The 2010 season got o� to a more successful start than has been the case in recent years, 
with the team unbeaten heading into its 3rd game against Selwyn. First up draws (1-1 v. 
Avon and 0-0 v. Harewood) in the �rst two rounds saw the team well placed on the 
competition ladder. Unfortunately a couple of rather heavy defeats in the next two 
games put the skids under what was promising to be a season of Renewed Hope.
 
What was hoped was just a mini slump in form turned into something akin to a major 
landslide with a 0-5 exclamation point at the end of it, in Round 8.
 
But this team has not survived 30 years of success and adversity without developing 
character, and, recognising that a �nals place was slipping away (again), produced a 
stunning run of two wins and a draw from its next four games (albeit with a goal di�er-
ence of -1) to close to within 2 points of the 3rd placed team in the competition. Unfortu-
nately in a showdown with that team the following week, the success bubble burst, and 
with it went any lingering ambitions of a place in the Championship deciding game in 
late August.
 
With the contentious removal of the traditional semi-�nals, �nals format this year to 
decide the Championship, gone is the opportunity for the team to win its last two games 
of the season and thereby make a stunning smash and grab raid on the Championship 
title. With a 3rd – 4th playo� game all that is left to play for, the team will look to improve 
on its 2009 placing with a win in this climax to the season in a couple of weeks time. And 
with every chance of success in this �xture due to the expected opposition having a 
number of its key players in plaster casts, the Premier Men’s Grass Grade team can look 
forward to a bright 2011 as it rebuilds towards Championship-winning success in the 
hopefully not too distant future (and before the average age of the team crosses the 
next major threshold).

11 ASIDE RED JUNIOR GIRLS TEAM 
  
The Red team is made up of roughly equal proportions of (mostly) Year 7 girls who 
have played hockey for a few years, those who are in just their second year of hockey, 
and those who are new to the game this year. Of the latter grouping, one member of 
the team has switched codes from soccer, so no need to highlight the obvious �rst 
hurdle that player had to overcome !
 
A fairly raw product struggled with early season grading games, and then also with the 
�rst round of competition games in the Premier 2 Division 1 grade managing just two 
draws against the same side – Carlton Redcli�s – 1-1 during grading and 0-0 in the 
competition proper.
 
The team was improving steadily every week, and a very competitive and closely 
fought promotion / relegation game was lost by a single goal.
 
In the second half of the season the team has improved tremendously, and out of �ve 
games to date the team has secured a win and two further draws in the Premier 2 
Division 2 grade. With better �nishing in front of goal, all �ve games were winnable, 
but unfortunately in spite of dominating a number of games, the team has been 
unable to score more than a single goal in any of them, and this has prevented them 
from being placed close to, or even at the top of the competition table.
 
The team continues to go from strength to strength every week in terms of their 
commitment and determination. In recent weeks their play has been characterised by 
aggressive and willing competitiveness throughout, with attacking moves that have 
resulted in goals starting in the backs, moved up through the halves and clinically 
�nished by the forwards. Unfortunately the lack of goals has prevented the team from 
enjoying more deserved success. With a few games left in the season, coaches and 
supporters alike are hoping there is one performance out there where it all comes 
together and the team can enjoy a resounding win. Nothing would be more deserved.



DIV 2 WOMEN

With two hard games left in the round we are currently sitting at 4th on the table after 
some disappointing games recently. In normal Div 2 fashion there was probably 
(de�nitely) a few too many quarts consumed and too much energy expanded in the 
dance o� at the club party for us to pull o� a much needed win against Hornby the 
following day.  With Girls High right on our tail on the table it will come down to the last 
match to see who will progress through to the �nals so watch this space! On a more 
positive note Dan's Spanish continues to progress very well :)
 

PREMIER MEN

The highlight for the season so far has been the annual HSOB party as Inconsistency has 
been the downfall for this team this season. He have managed to demolish the two top 
teams with near perfect performances and then turned around and lost to the bottom 
team with a well below par performance. We have showed glimpses of some of the best 
hockey HSOB has played for a few seasons now, but have struggled to put teams away at 
the crucial stages of the season.

We are currently sitting 3rd on the table and this looks likely to be the �nishing spot for 
us as Redcli�s and Selwyn have too many points for us to catch up.

The return of Andrew Searle has been superb and he has showed us what could have 
been if he had played the full season. Andrew Timlin and Vaughn Hartland are still 
showing everybody they are more than capable of playing at this level with consistant 
performances and a tough no nonsense attitude towards the game.
Warrick Allen has improved greatly and is now a real candiate to make the �nal Cav's 
squad.
George returned back to the UK and has left a bit of a hole at the back for us. He has 
been missed the last few games making the old men of the team play for 70 minutes.

Still 4 games left and plenty to prove, we will be looking to �nish strong with 4 good 
performances.

DIV 2 MEN

After Round 16 of the competition, the Div 2 Men’s team is currently placed 3rd on the 
Points Table. With 2 rounds remaining, the team is looking at �nishing strongly against 
front runners Carlton Redcli�s and Christchurch Boys High 1st XI to cement a deserved 
second v third semi �nal play o�.
 
The team under the guidance of Pete Neale has started to peak as is the recent history of 
this team at the right time heading into the Finals, this despite the regular disappearance 
of the teams very own 'Batman' and top goal scorer Jeremy Wylie.
The teams Dutch trained drag �ick exponent Mike ‘Monsta’ Bevin, a now noticeably 
slimmer version, has found his feet as a �eld player and in combination with fellow fat 
back Luke ‘Deputy’ Fairbairn and Andy Mac in the goal has proved a near impenetrable 
defence over the last round.

The elite �tness levels of our ever young half line have to the forwards provide more 
support than a Steve Christensen hamstring. The forwards are now �nally starting to 
show some form after a slow start, if not quite the back of the net yet. 
Unfortunately there has been some fall out, with the team grey heads currently making 
contingency plans to deal with potentially multiple infractions by forwards who fail to 
open their account during the season. Team patron, Soss Thomas would be turning in his 
sleep should he know.

All going to plan we’ll be back to challenge favourites Carlton Redcli�s in the �nal for the 
third year in a row. As the wise old heads in the team say "third time's the charm." 


