The Old Boys State of Origin Clash
Porritt Park

4 August 2007, 2.15pm

HSOB Premier Falcons vs. HSOB Premier Reserve 384

Soss's TAB Premier Premier
Odds Falcons Reserve
Seagulls
Odds $1.55 $2.10
Games Played 12 14
Games Won 5 13
Games Lost 4 1
Goals For 39 97
Goals Against 24 10

Pick of the week :

HSOB Prem Reserve last week put away three goaly against the
premier competition winners Redcliffs, no butteives in this team.
Falcons will welcome the timely return of ex NZdmational Andrew
Timlin and returnee from the top Dutch League Salienon to keep
these boys quiet. My pick, Falcons by 3.

Match Summary :

Columnist: Geoff Thompson of the HSOB Burnside Dl

The most anticipated encounter at Porritt Parlaflamg time, the two heavyweightg
of the competition line up in a game which will kasrowd numbers at a record |,
high. The two teams have contrasting form cominwithe match, the Falcons are
coming off a lacklustre performance against a bedoerage Selwyn team, the
Seagulls off an inspirational performance againstdompetition winning Redcliffs
side. On paper, this should be a one sided affatrmany past greats are picking this game to ltleeibalance till the
final minutes. The Falcons will look to out do thepposite with pace, skill and flair, while theaBells will look to their
cool heads and experienced men to counter a Faleansstruggling for confidence.

Many a brave man has tried to pick a winner, bist pinter will have a bob each way. This game iis soiremain in the
memory banks of hockey fans for a long time to colingou ever wanted to see a contest fit for tbkseum, then don’t
miss these modern day gladiators go blow for blothe games greatest duel.

Where it will be won — Falcons

The Falcons are perhaps more battle hardened,pddigng in the top grade all season long. Theysbt# only
representative player in the match and will lookéd the ball to Searle on the flank as much asiples If the team shows
the inspiration and passion that warrants thishcthen they won't be beaten. There is no betten fadhe competition
when things click, but their record suggests thet dnly happens on rare occasions.

A penalty corner combination that is threatening getting better with every week, the Falcons leitlk to use this as
much as possible. Their strength is in their exgrex@ with Captain Christensen, Menon, Hartlance®lTimlin, Nation
and Wilson combining to have well over a 1000 dapshe club. When these senior players combirey Hre a force that



no other club can match. The heart will come framefpson and Thompson who are known to fire upHertig
encounters, combined with the composure of Nealé raw talent of Young the youth of the team walthk to support the
big name players.

On their day, this team oozes class and will lapget on top of the clash as early as possibtbelf are ready, and can
provide passion that so many past old boys haverslamd will want to see, then it is correct that Falcons will be
favourites.

Where it will be lost — Falcons

The Falcons have had a disruptive last month witlries and iliness holding them back. They havba#n able to put the
same line-up out there for a long time now and witt brings the lack of combinations. They willlbeking to have
some battle weary men back in action this weely ®anj Menon back, Timlin back from fatherhood ésitiand the
Thompson boys back to full fitness. It will be irgsting to see whether Allen can get through a Imd#y fitness test to
suit up for the local derby.

The key word for the match up is attitude. Couragg been the factor letting the Falcons down atiteif don't get it
right again this week they will be on the wrongesaf the score sheet. The team has a knack oftforg@bout the match
and focusing too much on the after-match, lettimgker teams into the battle. Supporters of theoRalare praying that
the passion shown on the weekend equals what pldgirthe jersey represents.

The only other aspect holding back the Falcon®vs they can cope with the pressure. They may bédbé&ies favourites
heading in to the match, but the Falcons will heovaccept they won't have the majority of the crasughport behind
them. This team has to be the one making the play scoring the goals and if the game isn’t decetety, then for every
minute that passes, the pressure increases. Waédre#h has been placed on the Falcons they haslg came back.
Individuals try and step up instead of the teara @$ole but they must take heart from a nigh onplete performance
against Redcliffs only three weeks a go when thegevdead and buried.

Where it will be won — Seagulls

The Seagulls have the beauty of being underdogsy fiave nothing to lose and have proven time and &gain they can
perform on game day. With some of the games gradtavses they must draw on seasoned warriors suehsaeen
Menon, Benjamin Hayes, Andrew Hawkes, and Greg Qitthe right side attack of the Falcons can'tiowveme Ben
‘demolition man’ Hayes, then the Seagulls will bieigger threat. They must look to get the ball widélenon on the
flank and keep it with proven performers Hawkes &itob on the right.

With a strong defence comprising of the much tal&edut Hayes, Scott Kyle, Brad Uren, import and ya&dr signing
Doug Booker, and Menon this group of players vaith to keep the Falcons at bay for as long as plessf they can keep
composed on defence then with counterattack théyowk to get the advantage.

The Seagulls will have most of the support as tgrerally support the underdog. They get the syinypatte for their
bravery in a competition that is supposed to beobtiteir depth. They may have to scramble andtpséong periods of
the game but if they start well they will grow iardidence and place plenty of pressure on a Faltar that has cracked
before

Where it will be lost — Seagulls

The Seagulls could be on the end of a hiding if/ tthen’'t come prepared for an onslaught from theetutThe Falcons will
be hurting from their below par effort against Sgiwast week, and with a fading hope of reachirgggémi finals, this
match will mean more to them than anything. In m@avhere the Falcons will look to repay their beldsupporters for a
tough season, the Seagulls will have to not onliclmaut better their heart.

This hockey team will need all the self belief tleay draw on to get an outcome they are proudtad.side has the talent
and form going into the contest to push the Faldnrighey have to believe it more than anyone €sach Lewis will be
urging his team to have the self confidence anibiat they can win this game, it will take a des effort, but that is
what this grand stage is for. If there was a hockegal for bravery, they would need to attempt it ivthis weekend.

The last aspect of the game where the Falcondowsid to out play the Seagulls is with the pacehef game. They will
look to fire the ball all over the park to keep Beagulls guessing and if they can’t keep up thxge& some goals. The
Seagulls have to deny the Falcons as much poseessijpossible and with it will frustrate the Falsaut of the match.



A point that must be noted is how can the Seagolte with life after Soss Thomas? His goal scoabijjty is such that
this team has had to rely on new boy Paul Hallat,can he provide as much strike power as oneeog#mes all time
greats? He is on stage this weekend.

Key Match Ups

Searle vs. Hayes The flash in the pan Searle will have to bringry essence of

his talent to beat one of the games hardest anidling defenders. The competitive
streak of both these men will mean that the batilleone worth focusing on.

Hayes’ philosophy of if not the ball then the playmeans that Searle will have to
go around him in a wider ark than usual. SearlehgiVe the pace, but Hayes the
mastery. An epic match up.

R. Menon vs. Hawkes- These two sparring partners will hit it out imauth
watering dribbling fest. Hawkes and his right sdack is a key strength of the
Seagulls and if Menon can’t get on top of his aldidly then the Falcons will be on
the back foot. Both players are crucial to thegpestive sides and either will hate
for his opposite to dominate. Menons skills areecadmired and he will look to get
on top of Hawkes.

S. Menon vs. Uren- Still in the country Menon is a surprise inchrsin the
Falcons mix and will go up against Uren in theimibortant middle of the engine
room. Both players should be in the saddle forrttegims and will look to work
tirelessly to get the result. Menon has showndlent all over the world and is a
player many come to watch. However, Uren has playady of great games for the
blue and white and there is no bigger challenge this.

Timlin vs. Hallot — A match up dubbed as the Master vs. the NewoKithe Block,
Timlin will have his work cut out to keep this gaaloring machine and flying South
African at bay. Ex New Zealand representative Timbill look to bring all his
knowledge to the park to put in a performance kis son would be proud of.

Hallot would love nothing more to get one over Timdnd give his side the edge.
Hallot must make the most of the few opportunitieswill get and to his credit and
win would mean more than the 31 year old Stuthriblige, which is already at the
engravers with his name on. Don’t take your eyéshié contest.

McAuley vs. Mclntosh — The goalkeeping position provides an interedtiatjle.
On the falcons side we have McAuley who has igikedly new to this level of
hockey but shows clear talent for the future. GnSeagulls side, Mcintosh, the
Canterbury keeper over the last few years is one lvés been there, done that.
Mclntosh is coming off an outstanding performangaiast Redcliffs and will be a
key player for the Seagulls as he will be placedenrtountless pressure. McAuley
will have his work as well, and must keep hungra@el forwards out of the game.

Strikers vs. P. Menon— The Falcons strikers will have to man up wethiy
are to keep ‘Mr Consistency’ from causing too mdelmage. His pass
completion rate is better than anyone around andsetup countless attacks.
However, his pace is fading and if the strikereddfwith brains, they can look
to negate Menon out of the game. A key man foiSkagulls, if he is given the
opportunity he will take it.



Thompson vs. Gibb- If Allen can’t pass his fitness test then Thoompwiill be
sure to take over marking veteran Gibb. Gibb seeneeme back from injury
after injury with ease and fit back in to the siite no other. He is a player who
has scored goal after goal and gain plenty of redtehis side. If Thompson can
starve Gibb of the ball then it will swing the bata well and truly the Falcons
way.

Coaching Duel

Menon vs. Lewis- One would describe the battle between MenonLzmds as the
Master and the Apprentice. Menon is a coach whalidee experience under the
sun and will look to keep his prize coaching C\Mant. Lewis is new on the scene
but has a record that is second to none. Bursting the coaching scene with
consecutive premierships, Lewis seems to be doiagything right.

Menon is a coach who will be sure to have his oesfging on all cylinders come

match time, as will be desperate for them to pdsgacore to gain what little life is
left out of their season. He takes a subdued nolihe sidelines as his philosophy is the coacldbas all he can come
match day. In contrast, Lewis takes a much morereigs role on the sideline, often screaming ahies to produce
more. This coaching match up will have hockey sujgps foaming at the mouth to see who comes otibjon

The Final Word

If this story goes to script then the Falcons stiauih easy, but contests like this more often thanproduce fairytales. In
these sorts of contests, competition points gdfeatvindow and replacing it comes every sportsméaveurite word,
PRIDE. This match will write a forever rememberéajgter in this club’s proud history. The losingesiill have to live
with it for a long time to come.



