
 
 
The Old Boys State of Origin Clash 

Where: Porritt Park 
Kick Off: 4 August 2007, 2.15pm 

Teams:  
HSOB Premier Falcons vs. HSOB Premier Reserve Seagulls 

 
 

Match Summary : 
Columnist: Geoff Thompson of the HSOB Burnside Dribble 
 
The most anticipated encounter at Porritt Park for a long time, the two heavyweights 
of the competition line up in a game which will have crowd numbers at a record 
high. The two teams have contrasting form coming in to the match, the Falcons are 
coming off a lacklustre performance against a below average Selwyn team, the 
Seagulls off an inspirational performance against the competition winning Redcliffs 
side. On paper, this should be a one sided affair, but many past greats are picking this game to be in the balance till the 
final minutes. The Falcons will look to out do their opposite with pace, skill and flair, while the Seagulls will look to their 
cool heads and experienced men to counter a Falcons team struggling for confidence.  
 
Many a brave man has tried to pick a winner, but this punter will have a bob each way. This game is sure to remain in the 
memory banks of hockey fans for a long time to come. If you ever wanted to see a contest fit for the coliseum, then don’t 
miss these modern day gladiators go blow for blow in the games greatest duel. 
 
Where it will be won – Falcons 
 
The Falcons are perhaps more battle hardened, after playing in the top grade all season long. They boast the only 
representative player in the match and will look to get the ball to Searle on the flank as much as possible. If the team shows 
the inspiration and passion that warrants this clash then they won't be beaten. There is no better team in the competition 
when things click, but their record suggests that this only happens on rare occasions.  
 
A penalty corner combination that is threatening and getting better with every week, the Falcons will look to use this as 
much as possible. Their strength is in their experience with Captain Christensen, Menon, Hartland, Allen, Timlin, Nation 
and Wilson combining to have well over a 1000 caps for the club. When these senior players combine, they are a force that 

Soss's TAB 
Odds 

 

Premier 
Falcons 

Premier 
Reserve 
Seagulls 

Odds $1.55 $2.10 
Games Played 12 14 
Games Won 5 13 
Games Lost 4 1 
Goals For 39 97  
Goals Against 24 10 

Pick of the week :  
HSOB Prem Reserve last week put away three goals away against the 
premier competition winners Redcliffs, no butter knives in this team. 
Falcons will welcome the timely return of ex NZ International Andrew 
Timlin and returnee from the top Dutch League Sanjiv Menon to keep 
these boys quiet.  My pick, Falcons by 3. 



no other club can match. The heart will come from Thompson and Thompson who are known to fire up for the big 
encounters, combined with the composure of Neale, and raw talent of Young the youth of the team will look to support the 
big name players.  

 
On their day, this team oozes class and will look to get on top of the clash as early as possible. If they are ready, and can 
provide passion that so many past old boys have shown and will want to see, then it is correct that the Falcons will be 
favourites. 
 
Where it will be lost – Falcons 
 
The Falcons have had a disruptive last month with injuries and illness holding them back. They haven’t been able to put the 
same line-up out there for a long time now and with that brings the lack of combinations. They will be looking to have 
some battle weary men back in action this week, with Sanj Menon back, Timlin back from fatherhood duties, and the 
Thompson boys back to full fitness. It will be interesting to see whether Allen can get through a match day fitness test to 
suit up for the local derby. 
 
The key word for the match up is attitude. Courage has been the factor letting the Falcons down and if they don’t get it 
right again this week they will be on the wrong side of the score sheet. The team has a knack of forgetting about the match 
and focusing too much on the after-match, letting weaker teams into the battle. Supporters of the Falcons are praying that 
the passion shown on the weekend equals what playing for the jersey represents. 
 
The only other aspect holding back the Falcons is how they can cope with the pressure. They may be the bookies favourites 
heading in to the match, but the Falcons will have to accept they won’t have the majority of the crowd support behind 
them. This team has to be the one making the play, and scoring the goals and if the game isn’t decided early, then for every 
minute that passes, the pressure increases. When the heat has been placed on the Falcons they have rarely come back. 
Individuals try and step up instead of the team as a whole but they must take heart from a nigh on complete performance 
against Redcliffs only three weeks a go when they were dead and buried.  
 
Where it will be won – Seagulls 
 
The Seagulls have the beauty of being underdogs. They have nothing to lose and have proven time and time again they can 
perform on game day. With some of the games great warhorses they must draw on seasoned warriors such as Praveen 
Menon, Benjamin Hayes, Andrew Hawkes, and Greg Gibb. If the right side attack of the Falcons can’t over come Ben 
‘demolition man’ Hayes, then the Seagulls will be a bigger threat. They must look to get the ball wide to Menon on the 
flank and keep it with proven performers Hawkes and Gibb on the right.  
 
With a strong defence comprising of the much talked about Hayes, Scott Kyle, Brad Uren, import and mid year signing 
Doug Booker, and Menon this group of players will look to keep the Falcons at bay for as long as possible. If they can keep 
composed on defence then with counterattack they will look to get the advantage.  
 
The Seagulls will have most of the support as fans generally support the underdog. They get the sympathy vote for their 
bravery in a competition that is supposed to be out of their depth. They may have to scramble and upset for long periods of 
the game but if they start well they will grow in confidence and place plenty of pressure on a Falcons team that has cracked 
before.  
 
Where it will be lost – Seagulls 
 
The Seagulls could be on the end of a hiding if they don’t come prepared for an onslaught from the outset. The Falcons will 
be hurting from their below par effort against Selwyn last week, and with a fading hope of reaching the semi finals, this 
match will mean more to them than anything. In a game where the Falcons will look to repay their beloved supporters for a 
tough season, the Seagulls will have to not only match, but better their heart.  
 
This hockey team will need all the self belief they can draw on to get an outcome they are proud of. The side has the talent 
and form going into the contest to push the Falcons but they have to believe it more than anyone else. Coach Lewis will be 
urging his team to have the self confidence and belief that they can win this game, it will take a heroes effort, but that is 
what this grand stage is for. If there was a hockey medal for bravery, they would need to attempt to win it this weekend. 
 
The last aspect of the game where the Falcons will look to out play the Seagulls is with the pace of the game. They will 
look to fire the ball all over the park to keep the Seagulls guessing and if they can’t keep up then expect some goals. The 
Seagulls have to deny the Falcons as much possession as possible and with it will frustrate the Falcons out of the match.  



 
A point that must be noted is how can the Seagulls cope with life after Soss Thomas? His goal scoring ability is such that 
this team has had to rely on new boy Paul Hallot, but can he provide as much strike power as one of the games all time 
greats? He is on stage this weekend. 
 

Key Match Ups 
 

 
Searle vs. Hayes - The flash in the pan Searle will have to bring every essence of 
his talent to beat one of the games hardest and punishing defenders. The competitive 
streak of both these men will mean that the battle will one worth focusing on. 
Hayes’ philosophy of if not the ball then the player, means that Searle will have to 
go around him in a wider ark than usual. Searle will have the pace, but Hayes the 
mastery. An epic match up. 
 
 
R. Menon vs. Hawkes – These two sparring partners will hit it out in a mouth 
watering dribbling fest. Hawkes and his right side attack is a key strength of the 
Seagulls and if Menon can’t get on top of his old buddy then the Falcons will be on 
the back foot. Both players are crucial to their respective sides and either will hate 
for his opposite to dominate. Menons skills are to be admired and he will look to get 
on top of Hawkes. 
 

 
S. Menon vs. Uren – Still in the country Menon is a surprise inclusion in the 
Falcons mix and will go up against Uren in the all important middle of the engine 
room. Both players should be in the saddle for their teams and will look to work 
tirelessly to get the result. Menon has shown his talent all over the world and is a 
player many come to watch. However, Uren has played many of great games for the 
blue and white and there is no bigger challenge than this.  
 

 
Timlin vs. Hallot  – A match up dubbed as the Master vs. the New Kid on the Block, 
Timlin will have his work cut out to keep this goal scoring machine and flying South 
African at bay. Ex New Zealand representative Timlin, will look to bring all his 
knowledge to the park to put in a performance his new son would be proud of. 
Hallot would love nothing more to get one over Timlin and give his side the edge. 
Hallot must make the most of the few opportunities he will get and to his credit and 
win would mean more than the 31 year old Stuthridge Mug, which is already at the 
engravers with his name on. Don’t take your eyes off this contest. 
 
 
McAuley vs. McIntosh – The goalkeeping position provides an interesting battle. 
On the falcons side we have McAuley who has is relatively new to this level of 
hockey but shows clear talent for the future. On the Seagulls side, McIntosh, the 
Canterbury keeper over the last few years is one who has been there, done that. 
McIntosh is coming off an outstanding performance against Redcliffs and will be a 
key player for the Seagulls as he will be placed under countless pressure. McAuley 
will have his work as well, and must keep hungry Seagull forwards out of the game. 

 
Strikers vs. P. Menon – The Falcons strikers will have to man up well if they 
are to keep ‘Mr Consistency’ from causing too much damage. His pass 
completion rate is better than anyone around and can set up countless attacks. 
However, his pace is fading and if the strikers defend with brains, they can look 
to negate Menon out of the game. A key man for the Seagulls, if he is given the 
opportunity he will take it. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Thompson vs. Gibb – If Allen can’t pass his fitness test then Thompson will be 
sure to take over marking veteran Gibb. Gibb seems to come back from injury 
after injury with ease and fit back in to the side like no other. He is a player who 
has scored goal after goal and gain plenty of metres for his side. If Thompson can 
starve Gibb of the ball then it will swing the balance well and truly the Falcons 
way. 
 

 
Coaching Duel 

 
Menon vs. Lewis - One would describe the battle between Menon and Lewis as the 
Master and the Apprentice. Menon is a coach who has all the experience under the 
sun and will look to keep his prize coaching CV in tact. Lewis is new on the scene 
but has a record that is second to none. Bursting on to the coaching scene with 
consecutive premierships, Lewis seems to be doing everything right.  
 
Menon is a coach who will be sure to have his charges firing on all cylinders come 
match time, as will be desperate for them to post a big score to gain what little life is 

left out of their season. He takes a subdued role on the sidelines as his philosophy is the coach has done all he can come 
match day. In contrast, Lewis takes a much more vigorous role on the sideline, often screaming at his men to produce 
more. This coaching match up will have hockey supporters foaming at the mouth to see who comes out on top.  
 
The Final Word 
 
If this story goes to script then the Falcons should win easy, but contests like this more often than not produce fairytales. In 
these sorts of contests, competition points go out the window and replacing it comes every sportsman’s favourite word, 
PRIDE. This match will write a forever remembered chapter in this club’s proud history. The losing side will have to live 
with it for a long time to come.  


